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JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON PALLIATIVE CARE IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Final Report — Palliative care in Western Australia—Progress report — 
Government Response — Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.03 pm]: I rise to inform members of the house that the 
McGowan government welcomes the findings and recommendations made by the Joint Select Committee on 
Palliative Care in Western Australia in its final report released on 19 November 2020. We acknowledge the work 
of the committee in conducting this inquiry, including the extensive stakeholder consultation that occurred across 
the sector to inform the findings and recommendations of the report. 

Palliative care, and end-of-life care more broadly, has been a major focus of the McGowan government in recent 
years, particularly following the release of the report, My life, my choice: The report of the Joint Select Committee 
on End of Life Choices. In 2019, the McGowan government invested a record $224 million in palliative care 
services over the following four years. Although much progress has been made in palliative care throughout 
Western Australia, demand for these services will continue to grow with more people living longer with chronic 
life-limiting conditions. It is therefore important to continue working to achieve the system-wide changes required to 
improve access to and raise awareness of palliative care. These changes aim to improve the quality of life of people 
who are facing life-limiting illness and their family or carers through the prevention and relief of suffering. 

Many of the findings and recommendations made in the committee’s final report build on preceding and current 
work being undertaken by the Department of Health and align with the direction and objectives outlined in the 
WA end-of-life and palliative care strategy 2018–2028. The report noted considerable progress on a range of 
initiatives. It also highlighted gaps where further work is required, particularly around addressing workforce issues, 
further increasing access to palliative care services, facilitating system navigation and supporting community-based 
volunteer groups that provide invaluable support and services to patients with life-limiting illnesses, their families 
and carers. The report also addresses the need for better data collection to accurately record palliative care activity 
and better inform funding processes. 

The McGowan government will continue to work with the sector around these issues to ensure that palliative care 
services are widely accessible to those who need them. Work has already commenced in the Department of Health 
regarding the planning, governance and resources required to support the range of activities that work toward 
achieving the recommendations outlined in the report. 

I now table the government’s response to the Joint Select Committee on Palliative Care in Western Australia. 

[See paper 322.] 
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